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One year ago, the UDOH launched a new program, the PCN. This program has already 

enrolled nearly 17,000 Utah adults who would otherwise go without health insurance. 

PCN provides preventive health care benefits for Utah adults who qualify based on age 

and income.  This spring, the UDOH announced an innovative solution for working 

Utahns who can’t afford their employers’ health plan. The PCN Covered at Work 

program, a component of PCN, is an insurance premium reimbursement program for 

adults who qualify. Employer, employee, and state funds will be combined to purchase 

private health insurance for up to 6,000 working Utahns who enroll. The UDOH expects 

to begin accepting applications for PCN Covered at Work in August. 

 

PCN, created and administered by the UDOH, was made possible through a Federal 

Medicaid 1115 waiver approved in January of 2002 by Secretary of Health and Human 

Services Tommy Thompson. Utah is the only state with federal authority to implement 

this type of innovative health care benefit. Governor Leavitt has aggressively supported 

this effort.  

 

Approximately 199,000 Utahns, or 8.7 percent of the population lacks health insurance 

coverage, according to the 2001 UDOH Health Status Survey. About 145,000 of these 

individuals are adults. A goal of PCN, is to reduce the number of uninsured working 

adults ages 18-64 by about 25,000, or 16.5 percent.  

 

 

Editors Note: Enrollment data for CHIP and PCN can be found at www.health.utah.gov/chip 

 

Interview opportunities are available with health officials and Utah CHIP families upon request. 
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